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June 2020 

Dear Itasca 10 Families, 

As we are focusing on wrapping up the 2019-2020 school year, we are faced with the                
looming question of what comes next. Given the crisis we are facing as a nation this last week,                  
this challenge becomes even more important. Before I address next year, I would like to thank                
all of you, the parents and students for your incredible patience and strength as we have                
navigated a global pandemic, remote learning and all the stress that comes with it. I am also                 
thankful that our community has remained safe and extend my hope that the summer is safe for                 
all. I understand this has been very hard on you and your children. Please know the wish of all                   
educators in District 10 is to resume in person instruction as soon as we are safely allowed to.                  
We know this would be best for our students and are committed to both their learning and                 
assuring for their safety.  

I am glad that we have entered Phase 3 for reopening the State of Illinois. Phase 4 does                  
allow for schools to reopen under guidance from the Illinois Department of Public Health              
(IDPH). The type of in-person instruction that may occur will be determined by regulatory              
authorities that oversee public schooling and in addition to IDPH, including the DuPage County              
Health Department (DCHD) the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and the DuPage             
Regional Office of Education (ROE). The Office of the Governor and the General Assembly              
may also direct guidance that impacts school reopening and the type of instruction that may be                
offered.  Specifically, how this looks is yet to be defined.  

In looking towards next year, what is possible and when will we know are key questions.                
We will prepare for several different scenarios. What is possible will be guided by what Phase                
we are in and the direction of health and governmental authorities.  Possible scenarios include: 

1. Reopening for in-person instruction with safety modifications.  We will also 
explore opening sooner than the August 21, 2020 date and opening at a later date. 

2. Starting the school year with Remote Learning with a new updated model. 
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3. Delaying the start to optimize more in-person learning. 

4. A hybrid version of in-person and remote learning that will be developed. 

In outlining this, it is clear that there is not a definitive design with a precise date. I                  
understand as an educator and parent of school-aged children this is incredibly stressful. I              
understand that so many of you are working parents (as many of our staff are too) and remote                  
learning is simply not the same as in-person school instruction. I also know that you are deeply                 
concerned about the safety of actually returning your children to school and what that will look                
like. As we work up plans for each scenario (and more) please understand we will follow the                 
guidance and directives of health and governmental authorities to assure for student safety. I will               
keep you posted as we receive those directives. Please review School Reopening Status Updates              
periodically in the future on the D10 website and Facebook Page. As we work up plans for each                  
possible scenario, please note that we will be surveying you for your input. Also know that I will                  
work closely with the Board of Education to approve those plans through the summer so you                
may be notified as soon as possible. 

There are some distinct thoughts that I have that will guide my thinking as we work                
through this. 

● We need to assure student and faculty safety when we return to in-person 
learning.  We will enact the guidance of the IDPH and CDC to meet all safety 
standards and practices for in-person learning. 

● If we start with Remote Learning or need to offer it at a later time frame next 
year, we will continue to develop it.  We will be working with our administrators 
and teachers this summer on both technology upgrades and educational model 
development. 

● We want our students back as soon as we are safely allowed to.  We will survey 
you to explore if starting earlier than scheduled is supported by the larger 
community, if the health conditions allow for that. 

● We will examine hybrid models as called for by ISBE.  These are developed to 
assure for student safety and may allow parents some choice with educational 
design. 
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● When we return to consistent in-person learning we will assess our students and 
initiate additional academic recovery support for learning as needed.  This may 
include additional afterschool programs and summer school.  I want to offer these 
recovery programs in-person rather than remotely. 

Once again as both a parent of school-aged children and as a superintendent, I understand               
this is hard. I wish I had the words to convey how upsetting it is to us knowing that. How can                     
we reassure you with concreteness when we still have the unknown to navigate? We will do our                 
best to plan for every outcome. We will check with you as we prepare. We will keep you                  
updated as we receive guidance from ISBE and the Governor’s office. 

As we end this year, I am guided by the hope that we are coming out of a storm and the sky                      
is beginning to clear. I am hopeful that adversity has made us all stronger and better. I am                  
hopeful that our country and community will be safe. I am thankful for your support and proud                 
of our students. We want our students back in-person and so look forward to that day. Thank                 
you again for your support and please enjoy the summer in confidence of a better year to come.  

Sincerely, 

Craig Benes 
Superintendent 
Itasca District 10  
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